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June 5, 2011
To: RTM Planning & Zoning Committee and the Full RTM

Cc: Laurence Bradley, Shelly Kassen

From:  Don Bergmann

Re: Baron’s South Senior Living and Medical Facility – P&Z Commission #625 Appeal
This is provided to the RTM P&Z Committee in its role on the above and to the full RTM for the June 14th RTM meeting.  I will not be able to attend the RTM Meeting.
I am concerned that the full RTM will not have an opportunity to vote on the final project, when developed.  For that reason, I would be inclined to reverse the Commission and ask the First Selectman to continue to develop the details of the final project on the basis of what is provided for in #625.  That seems a workable compromise.

Whatever the vote on #625, I think it is very important that each RTM member consider expressing views on the issues (details) that will remain open until a Request for Proposals is prepared and responses received.  Those views will guide the Baron’s South Committee and the First and Second Selectpersons as they pursue this major project.

My list of key RTM issues/details follows:

1. Is the Project desirable?

2. Is the Project desirable for Baron’s South?

3. Should the Project include a skilled nursing and/or medical facility?
4. What parameters as to financing need to be met, especially, what should be the limits upon the Town’s financial/cost involvement in the Project?

a. Cash expenditures.

b. Below market lease.

c. Minimal lease rental or “real estate” taxes type payments to Town.

d. Town services.

e. Town guarantees or credit supports.


5. Should all occupants of the living units (Westporters and non Westporters) meet an income and an asset test and, if so, what is the income limit,  how are assets valued or converted to deemed income and should real property/homes be factored into wealth.

6. What preferences will be available to favor Westporters and to what extent can a judgment be made or not made as to the ability of those preferences to cause the occupants of the living units (and the possible users of the medical facilities) to comprise a majority or more (or less) of Westporters.

7. Who will be eligible to qualify for preferences, i.e. who is a Westporter.
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