HDD National Hall TIMELINE

ZONING AND PERMIT HISTORY- OCCUPANCY & INQUIRIES
1997 - December GREENFIELD PARTNERS PURCHASED the entire 9 buildings complex along with the garage and which at that time  included building & land across the street at 11 Wilton  Road  from Arthur Tauck according to land records for approx. $11,400,000  
Greenfield Partners offices occupies the second  floor level of the Firehouse building D prior to moving on to the building across the street above the furniture store at 11 Wilton Road and eventually to establishing their headquarters in Norwalk. Building D upper level has been successfully rented since their departure as law offices and currently houses a hedge fund, National Hall Capital.
1998, April, Savignol and Associates purchase 18 Post Road West (building G) the only parcel in the HDD to be independently owned. P & Z approval to renovate and change use from convenience store/deli to retail space on first floor and residential use on second floor is granted in May of 1998. L’Antiquare, the antique shop opens in September of 1998. The shop is heading into it’s twelfth year of business.
2000 -2002  Persnickety, a home furnishing and design services

store opens then closes two years later at 12 Wilton Road  (Bldg. C) occupying both first and second levels. Both Persnickety’s New Canaan and Westport locations closed and moved out in the night within weeks of one another. 
1996 - 2000 Following the Portico departure and Dina Berger makes inquiries regarding the vacant building at 12 Wilton Road, Bldg. C.  No one replies to her calls.
2001 – De Rosa’s lease is up and Greenfield doubles the rent of De Rosa’s Brick Oven Pizza Restaurant (Bldg D, 6 Wilton Road). Greenfield refuses to negotiate and states that they want a more “corporate” tenant. De Rosa leaves reluctantly.  See attached letter

2002 – Following the Persnickety departure, Greenfield Partners’Jim Cooper’s son and his partner are scheduled to open a table top boutique in Building C.  The name of the shop was to be Red Curb.

Unfortunately, the shop never opened

2002 – February 8 – Greenfield sells 11 Wilton Road for $3,200,000 (land records report the purchase price was $2,600,000 when Greenfield Partners purchased it in 1997-98.
2002 – June, Greenfield is granted a permit to change use of the ground level of (Bldg D) 6 Wilton Road (the Firehouse) from restaurant to retail use.

2002 – June, Greenfield Rents 6 Wilton Road (firehouse, bldg D) to Poggenpohl Kitchen Sales – still there seven plus years later

2003 – May 22, Greenfield receives permit to change Miramar Restaurant use from a restaurant with patron bar to Bank, Building E.  (Washington Mutual which is a home loan office not a bank – only banks are allowed on the first floors at this time) the hotel restaurant kitchen is demolished and the space is fitted out as offices. Washington Mutual Home Loans Office opens in 
2003 Spring – Greenfield forces Taylor Floral Arts and Gift Shop located at 14 Post Road West (Bldg. F) to vacate. Taylor Floral Arts existed in this location long before Mr. Tauck’s creation of the complex. . See attached letter. The space remains vacant for the next four years.

2003 – Summer, Dina Berger of Age of Reason 19 Post Road West was looking to increase the size of her store and called the Commercial Broker’s telephone number on the window banner of 14 Post Road West a few months after Taylor Floral Arts & Gifts vacates. She is told that the building is not available.
2003 – December, Hotel restaurant closes (Bldg E) kitchen is demolished
2004 – Washington Mutual Home Loans Office opens. Bldg E
2005 – Jan 31-April 28, P & Z  Resolved and approved conversion from use as a 15 room hotel to five 1-bedroom and 4 two-bedroom units – total of 9 dwelling units on the second and third floors.

2005 – June, Kocian DePasqua of Kocian DePasqua Antiques – The DePasquas called Greenfields’s Broker, Summit Real Estate, on sign on window of 14 Post Road (building G) and were told the building was simply not available for rent. See attached letter  Note: Kocian DePasqua Antiques is now located at 487 Main Street South in Woodbury. For hours and other information call 203-394-8196 or 203-814-7829, or visit the web site at www.kociandepasqua.com.

2006 – February 16, P & Z denied Greenfield Partners text amendment to allow rather than exclude offices on the ground floor of Building C. 12 - Wilton Road – for use as an office by Higgins Group Real Estate.
2006 – October 19, P & Z modified and approved amendment to expand the maximum permitted size of residential units from 2 to 3 bedroom units and increase the average size from 1,200 sq.ft. to 2,000 sq. ft.in building E
2006  - December, - Greenfield sells the property (the entire complex) to Antares for approximately $19,850,000
2007 -  January, Antares applies for a conversion from Retail to Office space for 12 Wilton Road second floor
2007 – June, Glen Leroux of Glen Leroux Antiques called the Broker’s number on the sign of #14 PRW, Building F to inquire about renting when he decided to move his shop from Church Street to the West side of the river.  He was told that the owner was opening a headquarters for the offices on the corner.  Also Glen says he has a client who was interested in leasing the restaurant in the Inn building and was unable to get a response from the owners or their brokers.
2007 – October 7, Antares rents 14 Post Road West, Bldg. F to Morelock Antiques.

2007 -  Antares leases  Building C, 12 Wilton Road second floor to  Green Tree/ Mortgage Opportunity Group who claims to currently have seven years remaining on his lease at $50.00 per square foot CAM charges included.

2008 - September, Antares rents  Building C, first floor at 12 Wilton Road to Signorello II – 

2008 late fall, Morelock Antiques moves out of Bldg. F –unable to pay 
the exorbitant and unjustified CAM charges and angry that the windows Antares agreed to enlarge were never installed.  See attached letter.
2008  - Dina Berger once again makes calls the number listed in the window to inquire about the availability following departure of Morelock Antiques from 14 Post Road West, Bldg. F. Again no return calls.
2008-2009 – Winter through spring, Amy Crain of a shop called “ROOM” recently opened in Sconset Square says she began looking at Bldg.F in late 2008 and put in a very good offer through the HK group.  They were told that the owner was trying to get financing to do some large development for the whole complex, including she thinks, some spaces that are part of the Inn at National Hall.  Her offer was on hold until that got resolved and finally she had to move on and leased the Sconset Square space.

2009 – August 25, Larry Weisman on behalf of contract purchaser, Greenfield Partners is propose to repurchase the complex for a stated $9,000,000 and will only do so if the P&Z grants a text amendment re-zoning the HDD complex for office use.. See copies of application for text amendment 
2009 – Late October, early November, Signorello II vacates Building C ground floor. Tenant complains to neighbors of outrageous CAM charges and leaves shortly thereafter.
2009 - December 3 – DECISION, P & Z grants applicant’s text amendment allowing office use in place of residential use.  Ground level Retail/restaurant use is reduced to not less than 20% and not the 10% requested by the applicant. See copies of the P & Z Resolution.
2009 – Recently, Steve and Debbie Kaye owners of Ballous Wine Bar located in Gilford see sign and inquire about leasing building C (12 Wilton Road) first floor below Green Tree.  Broker informs them that there are zoning issues at this time.  The Kayes met with Larry Bradley to inquire about possible uses.  I called and spoke with Steve Kaye on 12/29 - he expressed a continuing interest in leasing this space and is waiting for a report on the availability status. 
203 453-0319.
