HDD – Text Amendment # 601
(Don Bergmann 1/4/10)

Selected statements  from the Pre Application Non Public Hearing on 7/30/09 and the one Public Hearing on 10/1/09
PRE APPLICATION HEARING

“This is a big, long term decision for Westport cause that is a key set of properties in the downtown area”   
“Must think about how to bring life to it [downtown], all offices is not the answer”                                 R. Corwin 7/30/09 Non Public Hearing

“I have no problem at all” H. Lathrop 7/30/09


“Have no problem with change of use ... ”





         M. Krawiec 7/30/09  (M. Krawiec did not attend the one public hearing, hence did not participate in decision)
“Killer to have offices on the first floor”

                              E. Lowenstein 7/30/09  (E. Lowenstein did not attend the one public hearing, hence did not  participate in decision)
“Commission needs to face up to the reality of Westport not being in a demand driven economy”    H. Lathrop 7/30/09


“Commission would probably approve if there is a restaurant”

                 

                                                   B. Kasanoff 7/30/09  (B. Kasanoff did not seek re-election and did not participate in final vote)
           “Hotel is about 30% occupancy”







  L. Weisman 7/30/09

PUBLIC HEARING


“Market realities cannot be ignored.  The market always wins” 

“his understanding, the Hotel operates at a 40% occupancy rate”

“hotel is not likely to succeed”

“condominiums have not been accepted by the market”

“We know second floor retail does not work”

“façade is protected because it is historical”

“rents are less than half of Main Street”

“Antares cannot service its debt at the rents available” 

“Unless they [Greenfield] can use it for corporate headquarters, the purchase will not proceed …..  Antares is struggling …. derelict property is likely if Greenfield does not purchase property”
“It may be that the HDD was not a good idea”
“second floor retail doesn’t work”

“there is a 74% vacancy rate”

“the Downtown Merchants want to see this be approved”


“David Waldman is here to present their (Westport Downtown Merchants Association) conclusions”




                                  L. Weisman 10/1/09

“This [down retail real estate market] is a temporary situation in the long term”                                                P.Smith, SRS Principal, 10/1/09
“This [legislative role] is part of your planning function”

“No longer encouraging residential use”

[The text amendment is] “changing the entire dynamics of the site”




                                  L. Bradley 10/1/09 
“To what extent can the Commission consider economic factors . . . when it thinks about the Town Plan” D. Press question to Town Atty 10/1/9 

 Response of Atty. Bloom   “Commission has broad discretion . . If  
a section of Town is failing, that can be considered by the Comm.”   
“It is a dramatic change”                       
“proposal has the effect of saying as to the ‘Town Plan’, forget that side of the river”                                                  
“thinks Commission will not be likely to support approval without a restaurant”                                                  B. Kasanoff 10/1/09 
“this kind of proposal makes it hard to stick with the [2007] Town Plan                                                              D. Press 10/1/09

“I do not know, but I think residential might work”

(Weisman and Gorab then give their reasons why residential won’t work)
“I want to integrate both sides of the river but it is a vision that may be out of their [Commission’s] jurisdiction”    
“Main Street is already dead”  (Weisman agrees) 

“If P&Z does the wrong thing, that space will be dead”
“so many moving parts for me”        
                                                           R. Corwin 10/1/09

“We [Antares] ran the best hotel in Greenwich, The Delmar”

“The Hotel [the Inn at National Hall] is at 40% occupancy”

“Will lose 50% of the money he invested in the property”


  




     J. Cabrera/Antares 10/1/09
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